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den, under the auspices of the Anti-Poverty Society, to pay for
the distribution of nearly a million tracts and to carry on wide-
spread and effective propaganda.
But all of this was to no avail. George drew only 72,281 votes
as against a total of nearly one million for his Republican and
Democratic opponents. One of the disappointments of the cam-
paign was the defection of Patrick Ford, who in three successive
articles in the Irish World took the part of church authorities
against George, making no distinction between priests as men
with political preferences and as spiritual teachers.
Ford seemed to have forgotten that Eve years before it was he
who had invited Father McGlynn into the Land League fight
at the time when Michael Davitt had come over from Ireland
and when the priest had made speeches that brought upon him
his first ecclesiastical censure.
As usual, George had attracted few "respectable" personages.
Chauncey M. Depew sneered at "the strange and extraordinary
theories of Henry George" 25 and Theodore Roosevelt delivered
a speech against the "utterly cheap reformer"2S in which he said
"it is only a step from land confiscation to anarchy." 2T (Roose-
velt wras just then getting in stride.) Henry George never advo-
cated confiscation of land and, at that time, to link him with
"anarchy" implied contempt.